Induction of metallothionein in the rat brain by copper implantation but not by cobalt implantation.
Following gel-filtration of cytosol prepared from copper-implanted rat brain there was a pronounced copper-containing, cadmium-binding peak with a relative elution volume similar to that of hepatic metallothionein (MT). No such peak was apparent in cytosol derived from cobalt- or glass-implanted brains. Spectral analysis of a purified protein from copper-implanted brain reveal a UV absorption spectrum characteristic of MT.